_ rjs' ﬁaﬁn
é&’breé in the
_ r‘*fﬁﬂ’ South West ﬁfriea.'-»f
!a lity, ras ;gr, %peed and theabﬁity
gﬁ'fé e @;}_.-

ﬁlﬁ ossi bl“e.ta use mechanized

vehic

- '_ " thmugh the wﬁdﬁg vher g@.'“
1 | _ghm;ﬂ thlck But a troopie exist] is narm%ky%gngﬁ% th
W i‘@tgl ffm EhDrS& riding tallinthe mechanized, mine-pr cmsfﬁ*l* ’i:rffé
idle. and Caspir vehicles. These are &’big

widely-used. and effecti"m" :;'u:."‘h

battle. But chasing terrs b}; mmﬂ;mg
the serub bush flat with your vehicle

is no way to sneak up on your en&mj? .
Horses can do it much quieter,anda
horse can go places a Buffel or ﬂa&pﬁ L
can't, places that are often tﬁff@ﬁﬁtﬁ -
hlde—outs -




the S@uth WBSt Afrlt:an Terrrtrar}al

Armj;rs cavalr’y unit. ﬂctu&ﬂy its "
correct nom de plume is 1 SWA

Specialist Unit. The unit. headquar-
tered at @t\avlf is tasked out to other

‘units in the operational area. The "
patrol 1 was with was tasked to 53

'-Battaliﬂn for administrative pur-

poses, but a:ctualiy operated out of

_ the Okatope base in central Ovambo-
':.lanci g
 Okatope is located a few clicks
aWay from a power line that runs
fr@m the Ruacana pgwer camplex on

iitftl‘ture and mmmg arﬁazs ﬂf Gr{)ot— '

fcmteln and Tsumeb.

~ The powerline, in addztiﬁn to bemg .

._a sabotage target, also happens to be
an infiltration route for SWAPO
_terrorists coming from their bases in
~ Angola. who slip across the border
.~ and fﬁll«{}w the ﬁl‘}t‘ seuth to their
iarget area.
The ﬁecunty fnrces kmw this and
. take countermeasures to foil their
| ef-f@-r-ts- Part of these countermea-
_ sures involve using the company-
 sized contingent of 1 SWA Specialist
- Unit based at Okatope, which con-
 sists of three platoons of horse-

m@unted infantry. or cavalry. and one |
~ platoon of mmtﬁrcycle mounted in-

. famry

. The 500cc H{mda motereycles

patfcf} the roads and the power line,
and can be used for high speed,
cmssaeountry sweeps and searches.

The chief assets of the mﬂtﬂrbtkea_ :
are speed and operating range. The

~ bikes can roar through the flat bush
~at speeels depending on the terrain,

well in excess of horses or other

mechanical ‘ground transport ve-
_ hicles. Their operating range 1s over'
85 kllometers per day.

Their tires r&pre&eni their most:
m}nmble point:long tough Splkes of

_ the thorn bush can easily puncture a
ma:tarbikfs tire. The motorbike troops

.are so well trained, however that

they can change an_d fix a ﬂat ina

nwre 12 minutes.

I arrived at {Dkatape brtght aﬂd
eaﬂy one morning to find the base
bustling with activity. It seems that
the night before, SWAPO had blown
down five telephone poles in a futile

~ attempt to cut phone lines. (The terrs

_cut the lines.)

The first investigators on the scene
~ picked up spoor, now several hours
~ old. of five terrorists who had been
mve;}ived in the incident.

A platonﬁ of Capt. Bariss Barnard's
fthe CO of Okatope) mounted

trﬁoples was going to sweep the bush. Ij_

_in the vicinity of the incident, to see if

they could find more emdence and

perhaps flush out the terrs.
~ Capt. larnard S cavalry would

Eung Hﬂiﬁugust

blew the poles but didn't bother to :

Mounted infantry of 1 SWA Specialist Unit sweeping the bush search -f&k
signs of SWAPO terrorists that tried to biow up the telephane ime near
Okatope in ceniral 0vamho!and




terror -__”__;e:_'!jh%ese men are part of 1$WA Spemahst Unit tasked 1o 53 Batiaion
'fﬂr@pﬁerahanal use in the sector 10 area. This area, Ovamboland, is whers the

bulk af: ihe ami-ierranst war Is gmng tm._-

. Radm'coniact .IS made wnth Gihﬁ elements serving as stopper groups. Their
_reports were qgggi;ggg no terrs we re flushed out by this sweep.

iib"‘]q._p@e m a Buffel is ablmaus to everythmg but the

. The rifle is a South African R-4; actually it is an

under license for mahﬁfacture by $outh Africa. it is intended to
;-fhEl' R*ﬁ‘! -(FAL} rifle. -

.ﬁa 1
infiltration muf:e @th@; ﬁlegh ;fﬂ;s ﬁf
53 Battalion W@lglgi;. k -

the sweep anﬂ g ftar’i:é *{}f 11'1;f r}f
maunt&d in l’ﬂf f"eé& oL "

o R S
. - o
5 o

and the arﬁa ’ammg Sw@gjgi iﬁ%w

Emmed d{}WH‘ o _“

cam}rv dependmg upon fi‘h&f tﬁerg__‘:u;
thickness of fhétms@hg %%fmww -
'ri{mng anywhere fro *
ea Lﬁometer aheadf

A WGI‘d about thé ' 1t &
mine-resistant aﬂm&rﬁ:ﬁf@ﬁrf
carrier developed by the South Af
cans which sits on a truck chass

.nk'.:'

i

This is its main weakrmsbs a& fE‘E]:
counters with a mine, while dﬁgﬁ:
amaring amount ofp’rﬁtpet:t or
Dumans it carries, Us y 1
bending the vehicle's ﬁramﬁ.’l‘ms
puts it out of action un’tﬁ extensiv
FEpairs are carried out.

The newer anti-mine veh_u:L& he
CE:E:I' is an 1mprmfement {:111_ the

rep%atfﬂ in the buah ina matteﬁ’ '_'_j'i
hours. -

But the Caspir is new and ex;:;enu %
sive. so the Buffelissiillbeingused in.
the anti-terrorist war. -

Both vehicles have one thmg
common: riding in them isa b@liﬂ
mg jn}tmg e:x:penence Half th& ﬁ

out into the dLrt Thi& in'fSP%_;“ of
being strapped in via a sh@ﬁl’&w
harness. The rest ﬂft‘_;ﬂ_f-_-j. ime

dodging branches th:

back into the PaéSe*ﬁgers m




1{ wa]§ Weré chgcked out eraals mf-'_:'

hém all in the sweep Whgn raals
'-':re él@ﬁe tﬂ c}ﬁe a,nother t‘wm I‘lﬁEI‘S:?:

f:_: :_'g_B‘ack an%i fm*th we swapt‘ alihtmgfh

teadily pressing eastward towards

he power line, looking for signs of :-*:--':"imad e

our pole-blasting | SWAPOs mokine = =

:-~5____--\-;,;}d1c stops to rest the horses and o ‘

the troops. and to maintain a slow ,-

'cam&mtﬁm search of the arca

_ Aspartofits anti-mine defense. the

eruffei czarnes an enmrmnus supply Df

- . ff'_f’?cuca aﬁd Were braggmg about thetr
SWAPO Eifflh&iltﬁ to the assembled

patrons.

. Capt Barnard dew:led u,pf}n im-

colony. One mlght cansldera cuga as
- Ovamboland’s answer to a ne1ghb@r~

'_jf a mmé_ explﬁsmm
agfallabie t_ ; ""J_ngh a ta sm these Stzop@

cuea in hﬂpﬁs of baggmg the two
boastful terrs. He asked me along, 501

“‘;'f‘pmgess E}f evaporatwn would glve__;.,
izfifaﬂu a few premmus mﬂmems gf cml ;} :

Samuel Colt's great equalizers.
~ We rode north up the tarred road

- r&‘lenﬂass assault -
| . tﬁwar&i {Jndangwa for ab@ut e1ght

: Fmally Wwe came m the *p@wer hﬂ*"'-
"he company cemmamder and some
{the mounted troops were sittingon

the édg of the power- line clearing.
"f‘:_-xw;amng for us. We had reached the  tl
end of our sweep and had: tumf:fi up;’ﬁ .:cnuﬂtxy near an {?ﬂd mission and a
n@thmg | _'?”'-fj'_‘?achm:}l run l:w d maater susapected to

. Thats the Wﬂj" lt f}ften 13 on Ups in
Gvamhﬁlaﬂd You cover malf—:s andi'_.-
Imles of hot. dusty bush. often to find rzd&rs peelﬂﬁi ﬂff tcr nght and 1eft

m Signsf terra B‘ut they are thera 1f -

) sn ers the secur- ari _ne trymg te::a ﬂee Capt Bamard

‘and a dozen of hiS men eniere,d the

cuca, ready f’nr action. But the troops

- h&d iﬁeen Sﬁ;&n as they radﬂ acm&% the

;phmged mtt}"' t‘?’he buSh The c-:uca was
Ef‘_l”fzu?a*r:t’cltﬂ S{Jme 12 k}lﬂmeters We&»t Bf

_';? j-?g}lﬁnt "thexr mmes nr murﬁier Iﬂna—*-
EBI}E‘SQ L
 After a shart rest we tumfsi amund
;’-;,:_i_-ig'and swept back through the same
- area to the horsetrailer assembly
 point. where we loaded up t?hi'ﬁ"
o ammals and returned fo O}{ampe _ _dents f

~ Next afternoon. there was aﬂurry"--"";i".’;thr{::ugh h1gh scha-ﬁi the S{i’h()ﬂ]
Fj;f@f activity at Okatope as the motor-
. b}kﬁ troops got ready to hit the trail.  cult to surround. The line {}f tmups
Capta’in Barnard S&Iﬁi that two of Stretched a little thmner -
;_._:_'hts Ovambo troopies had }ust ie: Capt Barnard talked to thf: head
- tumed fromi a little R&R at a local ,schml master and told him it was
cuca. (’f‘hese are small prwat@iy - ff“mzce%&arg to search the school and to
- owned shops operated by local  clear all the classrooms. That prGVﬁﬂ
~ Ovambos that dispense gﬂads, m—,-;_.; _easy because most of the studcnta
=5;:@i’udmg beer. The shops are ! d ii‘ha& -=3pﬂm“e:d§ fmm t:he classrmms 1:0
’"'after a beer b”reWEd 1ﬂ S@utherm”

. :one bit. Mﬁr}y' @f them &1@1‘1 fﬁ?ﬁﬂ tf}*’
:'_;tca keep lmoks c;f hiﬁtﬁﬁ? off their

up bv *two otherfa aﬂﬁ ‘j
_ _the trapr;imr o

:.'gutsrde as mrﬂ frightenﬁfei LEI E: "'buvlf?'

_;hr;)od bar] It sems ihat a ccruple ﬂf _f‘:mt thraﬂgh a dﬁﬂ!’ an_ﬁf- i’aw&hﬁ:@ugh

_.:ffi_medlaiﬁ action and was preparingto
"--'.-'z;_:]ggfd h’ts motﬂrblke troops to the _ _
as the seeunty femes E}l{ir’l t

:':?gi’abb&d the Qamera bag and one {I}f
 mediate vicinity of the school to goo

:'-Z__:dm{}ng t '_'em wﬁh {h& SECumt}? @f

When We mared up tCi the Cucaﬂ_ _
forces. At one ki‘aal thf:y delayed t’he

 buildings proved a little more ditn _ .
;;;frustrauzng ride b ck_t@ @Kabﬁipﬁ

_ Some days. it seems. i

’l“hé km 'énJ oyed the .spec&acke-f-
se it gave (hem an unexpected

Iy w&ﬁched t*l*}e

out the claf;srﬂ@m d@ﬂr -- 5

risk hitting any of the kids. many of
whﬂm had wandered from ﬂ’ie im-

off and play Thus they were strung
~out all over the area. and the terrs
used them as a buffer to g&t away.
fo went the t‘mapﬁ iﬁ hot pummt

btker patml man’y px:er:mus mmuies .
By usu“rg? sueh ta{‘tmsnthey got

away managmg " '@_hi_ich a fldﬁ in a;.

Needleéé ic; gay._f_i.-j;;';'i'ZWas a'fﬁmg

jget @uf s:}f bed
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